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NATIVE STATES. 


The Mashir-i- Qaisar (Lucknow) of the 18th J anuary pub- 
lishes a vernacular translation of ‘the 
resolution recorded by the Bombay 
Government on the Chota Udaipur case; ‘and remarks that 
it is to be regretted that native women are not generally 
educated. Had they been able to read an account of this 
case given in vernacular newspapers, the fate of the wife of 
Prince Chandra Singh would have been a good warning to 
them. The intérferénce of the Governmént i in this case shows 
that it has the power to interfere even in the private affairs 
of native chiefs, though it may not punish the offender. The 
Government has done great justice, which no one expected, 
It is surprising that it has acquitted Chandra Singh after mak- 
ing such strict enquiries in regard to his alleged offence. We 
heartily congratulate him on his good fortane. How great 
must have been his anger when he ‘found her in the company 
of (her lover. But he displayed great patience, ‘and did uet 


The Chota Udaipur case. 
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kill her then and there with a sword. He only beat her 


with a stick, but he did not mean to kill her. Even an 


ordinary person cannot bear such misconduct op the part of 
his wife. 


The Rahbar - i-Hind of the 13th January publishes 4 com- 
municated article, in which the writer 
complains that sinee the death of the 
late Maharaja of Jaipur, the Thakurs of Shekhawati frequently 
commit robberies in Luharu. They made no less than six 
armed raids in October last and carried away some camels 
each time. There is no strong body of police in the state 
to oppose the inroads of these marauders. In 1878 the 


Lubaru, Panjab. 


police force was greatly reduced, as the state is deeply in- 


volved in debt. Since the construction of the Raj putana 
State Railway the customs revenue of the state has fallen 
from twelve and a half thousand rupees to three thousand 
rupees. If the Government granted tho state a yearly. 
allowance of nine and a half thousand rupees as compensa- 
tion for this loss, the state would soon pay off its * and 
aso be able to improve the administration. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore) of the 12th January, in 
The alleged payment of regard to the alleged payment of five 


Tr * 4 5 millions sterling by the Home Gov- 


< r of the ernment to the Government of India 
on account of the expenses of the late 
Afghan war, remarks that as the war was undertaken for 
the ben: fit of England, she should have paid the whole cost. 
But even the contribution of a small portion by her, espe; 
cially at such a time when she has to bear large expenditure 
on account of the Irish rebellion and the Cape war, should bo 
heartily welcomed by the natives. Although it will give no 


great relief to India, it shows that England sympathizes | 


with her, and is therefore calcutel to remove all those 


suspicions from the minds of the natives which the ‘poli policy Of 


1 


Lord Beaconsfield's Government of sacrificing Indian to 
English interests has created: India is an integral part 
of the British empire; and consequently it is all the same 
whether the cost of the war is paid from the Indian treasury — 
or from the imperial treasury. We protested against the 
payment of the cost from the Indian exchequer simply 
because the late Conservative Government promoted British 
interests at the expense of Indian interests in spite of all our 
protests—a policy which was calculated to compromise Bri- 
tish reputation for justice and fair play. Happily that Gov- 
ernment, which seemed so deeply rooted, was swept away in a 
moment, and the Liberals succeeded to power: Their first 
act was to put a stop to the ruinous. Kabul war, and they 
have now generously contributed five millions sterling towards 
the expenses of that war. 
The same paper, in regard to the census operations, 
remarks that the operations are going 
- on energetically and peacefully in all 
parts of the country. Some alarming rumours have been 
spread by foolish persons about the cénsus, but they have 
had no effect upon the people. They do not understand what 
the reckoning of the people means, but they trust the 
honesty of the British Government. It is to be regretted 
that the misconduct of the enumeratots in the Sonthal par- 
ganas in Bengal has led to an insurrection. They told the 
people that each family had to contribute its quota of adult 
males and females for the war in Afghanistan; that the men 
would be pressed into military service, and the women would 
be given to tne soldiers who had returned from the frontier in 
return for their services, but that the names of those men who 
would pay them a bribe would not be entered in the register. 


The census. 


not bear such oppression and committed riots. . The Bengal. 
Government is busy in suppressing the rebellion. 
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The Oudh Abr of the 18th January says that it is 
rumoured that the appointment of 

Reforths in the Revenue the Oudh Revenue Secretary to 
2 28 eaminlairg the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh will 

be shortly abolished, and the Oudh Judicial Commissioner's 
office amalgamated with the Allahabad High Court. The 
rumour has created anxiety in the minds of the people in this 
province. It is not known whether the rumour is correct, 
but we avail ourselves of this opportunity to propose some 
reforms in the revenue and judicial administration of tbe 
province. There are 12 distticts in Oudh and four Commis- 
sionerships. The Commissionerships should be abolished and 
one Chief Commissioner appointed in their place, who 
should conduct the revenue administration of the province, 
subject to the control of the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh; In that case the Oudh Reve- 
nue Secretaryship might be also abolished without any dis- 
advantage. As regards the judicial administration, the 
judicial work which is at present done by commissioners, 
should be made over to district judges. In consideration of the 
criminal work which would be thus thrown upon the judges, 
they should be relieved of part of their civil work. Each 
judge should be given an assistant judge, who should 
generally hear appeals from munsifs’ courts and also assist 
the jadge in other matters. The pay of the district judges 
should be increased. An additional judge should be appointed 
to the supreme judicial tribunal of the province, and it should 
be called the chief court. The jurisdiction of the chief court 
may be extended to some neighbouring districts of the North- _ 
Western Provinces. The appointment of Major Erskine as 
Chief Commissioner and that of Mr. Sparks as Additional judge 
of chief court would give entire satisfaction to the zamindars _ 
and people of the province. These reforms would involve no 
additional expenditure. The cost of the new appointments 


: proposed would be covered by the saving effected by. the 
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ubolition of the four revenue com missioners and the Oudh 
revenue secretariat. 


The same paper of the 20th January states that the Press 
Commissioner’s office is very useful 

of he Prego Commission and should not be abolished. Both 
ita the Anglo-Indian and vernaculer 
papers are at present supplied gratis by the Press Commissioner 
with authentic official news, which is an inestimable advantage 
to them. In the event of the abolition of his office, only the 
editors of some Anglo-Indian papers, who are acquainted 
with the higher officers and can afford to pay the cost, would 
be able to obtain official news. Moreover, it should be remem- 
bered that the news obtained by the backdoor in this way 
would not be readily believed by the public. Since the esta- 
blishment of the Press Commissioner’s office, the tone of the 
vernacular papers has been greatly improved, and they are 
considered by the people more trustworthy than they were 
before. They are a great means of spreading civ ilization 
among the natives, and it is therefore expedient to render 
them every possible aid. The Press Commissioner should 
publish a half-yearly report, in which he should criticize the 
vernacular papers. The publication of such a report would 
be very conducive to the improvement of the vernacular press. 
The establishment of the Press Commissioner’ s office has 
increased the dignity of the vernacular press. The editors 
of vernacular papers are now always invited to darbars 
held by the Viceroy. The retention of the Press Commis- 
sioner’s office also recommends itself on political grounds. If 
it were abolished, the people would believe bAz4r rumours 
in the absence of trustworthy official information. Its aboli- 
tion would effect a very small savin g. Greater reductions 
can be made in other directions without any disadvantage. 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 16th January 


The Allies. alt ace N states that in the time of the Hindu 
Ladin for for the sake of their kings kine were worshipped in India 


like gods. But when the Mosalmans 
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donquered the conntry, they killed kine and oppresséd the 
Hindus. The British Government not only protects our 
lives and property, but also does not interfere in our religious 
matters. Butit is to be regretted that even now the Musalmans 
sometimes do not hesitate to outrage our feelings, They 
have killed kine at several places, such as Bhagulpur, &e., 
within the last two or three months in spite of the protests 
of the Hindus. A few days ago some Musalmans belonging 
to Her Majesty's native army killed a cow at Mendu, Ali- 
garh, in a garden, which belongs to a Hindu, at a very short 
distance from a Hindu temple. This led to a quarrel between 
them and the Hindus, and they have lately brought a crimi- 
nal suit against the latter. When the Government is pledged 
to do nothing against the religion of the people, why does 
it not prohibit the slaughter of kine? It not only allows the 
Musalmans to kill kine, but beef is also largely used by the 
European troops in India. Would not the flesh of other 
animals do as well? The Hindus would be very thankful 
to Government if the slaughter of kine were prohibited. 


The same paper, in its local news column, complains that 
Rupees of the reign of banias at Aligarh charge discount on 


King Willisn IV. rupees bearing tke device of the head 
of King William IV. The Accountant-General published a 
notice in vernacular newspapers in December last, that coins 
marked by shroffs, and those which had been reduced in 
weight more than two per cent. by fair wear and tear, would 
cease to be a legal tender from the Ist of January, but to our 
knowledge no notice was ever issued prohibiting generally 
the circulation of the coins of the reign of William IV. The 
Magistrate should warn the banias, and also ask the treasury 
men, not to refuse to take any coin which is a legal tender. 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbdr (Allahabad) of the 16th January is 
under the misconception that the cir- 
culation of the rupees struck in 1835, 
in the reign of King William IV., was prohibited by the 


The same. 
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Accountant-General in the notice issued by bim in December 
last, and therefore urges that that order should be cancelled. 


The Jdm-i-Jamshed (Moradabad) of the 14th January 


Discount charged on complains that all rupees paid into the 
ede n weight by tregsury at Moradabad by any person 


wear and tear. are weighed by the treasury men, and 
those rupees which are found less in weight are cut and 
returned to him, or he has to pay a discount on them. This 
is a source of great inconvenience and loss to the public. The 
Government should charge no discount on its own coins. The 
condition of the people is already very bad, and it is not right 
to make it worse by such measures. 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 15th January says that the word 
Section 210 of Act X. decrees has not been correctly used 
of 1877. in para. 1 of section 210 of Act X. of 
1877 (the Civil Procedure Code). The word decrees cannot 
be used, as no decree has yet been passed by the court. The 
word cases should be substituted in the place of the word 
decrees. Moreover, the indulgence shown to judgment- 
debtors by this se¢tion is objectionable, inasmuch as it is 
calculated to seriously affect trade, A mahajan may at 
first i issue hundis for a large sum of money, and then refuse 
to pay them, and dishonestly declare himself a bankrupt. 
When the holders of the hundig sue him, ihe court may be 
deceived and order without sufficient reason that the amount 
shall be paid by instalments. It -must press hardly upon 
them that they should receive their money in instalments. 
They can no doubt appeal against the order of the court to 
a higher court, but the appeal would involye great incon- 
venience and expense. The provisions of the section in 
question should not apply to commercial transactions, such 
as claims based on hundis, &c., or, at all events, the opera- 
tion of this section should be restricted by substituting the 


words“ for any special reason” in the Place of the words 
“for any sufficient reason.” TW . 
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The Berar Samdchdr (Akola) of the 10th January refera 
to some of the advantages which are 
derived from the taking of a census, 
and asks influential persons in villages to explain to ignorant 
persons that the census operations are intended for their own 
benefit, and that the Government has no evil object in view. 
The same paper expresses satisfaction at the exemption 
1 of old pleaders in Berar from the pro- 

e proposed re-exami- 5 
nation of old pleaders in posed re-examination. Some old plead- 
— ers lately waited upon the Resident 
at Haidarabad to protest against the proposal. He assured 
them that they would nat be subjected to another examination. 


The census operations. 


The Pramod Sindhu and the Strya Kant have also 


expressed satisfaction at their exemption. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 12th January and the Mushir-i- 
Qaisar of the 18th January assure the 
people that the taking of the cen- 
sus is intended for their benefit, and that the object of the 


Census. 


Government is not to levy any new tax or to press men into 


military service. The Masitr-i-Qaisur suggests that in future, 
when the Government thinks of taking a census, it should 
proclaim the matter by means of printed notices and by beat 


of drum in every town, in order that no false ideas may arise 
in the minds of the people. 


The Mitra Vilas (Lahore) of the 17th January states 


The killing of kine by that the Hindus are a very patient and 
Musalmans on the dey loyal people, and the Government has 
on i ee been fully convinced of this, but still 
it allows the Musalmans, who are notorious for their cruelty 
and disloyalty, to oppress them. On the day of the last Id 
festival the cruel Musalmans openly killed kine at Benares, 
Bhagalpur, Mirzapur, and Jaunpur, and thus outraged the 
feelings of the Hindas. The Government should punish the 
Musalmans and strictly prohibit the killing of kine for the 


future. We are afraid that if the Government persists in 


Ic 
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disregarding the feelings of the Hindus, their patience and 
loyalty may be affected, and they may be induced to take the 
protection of their religion into their own hands. 


RAILWAY. 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr of the 15th January publishes a long 
article, communicated by its Gujran- 
2323 Northern walla correspondent, against the alleged 
mismanagement of the Panjab No 
ern State Railway. The writer makes the following com- 
plaints :— 


(1) A train seldom arrives at any station at the fixed time. 
Delays of two or three hours frequently occur ; sometimes 
the delay even amounts to 12 or 15 hours. 


(2) The rolling stock is not sufficient for the requirements 
of the traffic on the line, and the result is that carriages intended 
for animals are largely used for passenger traffic. These car- 
riages are necessarily very dirty, and men get into them 
with difficulty. The carriages are overcrowded, and many 
passengers are left behind. Sometimes men are obliged to 
travel in the same carriage with cattle. Only a few days ago 
some men and a cow were placed in the same carriage at the 
Lahore station. About two months ago the door of a horse- 
box in which passengers were seated was so carelessly 
shut by a railway servant at the Gujranwalla station that the 


hand and foot of an old woman, who was in the carriage, 
were severely crushed. 


(3) Carriages are not lighted. 


(4) The ticket collectors and the police freely abuse and 
beat passengers, especially at the Lahore and Vazirabad sta- 
tions. Some days ago a man was so severely struck by a police 
constable on the head with a stick that blood flowed from 
his head. At the Vazirabad station the railway officers do 


not allow any man to go to the platform to see his friend 
off, ‘ 
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(5) There is generally great delay in the transmission 
of goods, The Civil and Ae, Gazette lately bitterly 
complained of this. 


(6) The railroad is not kept in good order, and conse- 
quently accidents are very frequent. 


A correspondent of the Mthir-i-Nimroz (Bijnaur) of the 


“Whe alleged misconduct 15th January complains that on the 


of a British soldier to- night of the 2nd January three British 
wards native passengers 


on the Oudh and Rohil. soldiers, who were going by railway 


khand Railway. from Moradabad to Bareilly, were 


placed in the same carriage with native passengers at Chan- 
dausi. When the train departed from the Aonla station, 
one of the soldiers, who was drunk, much harassed the natives 
who were seated in the same carriage, and beat them with a 
stick. When the train reached the Bisbäratganj station, the 
natives reported the matter tothe railway officers, who rebuked 
the soldiers and removed all the natives from that carriage 
to another. The writer urges that British soldiers should 
never be placed in the same carriage with natives. 
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